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Suffer me, therefore, to add a word or two of exhortation to you, to excite you to be not 
only almost, but altogether Christians. O let us scorn all base and treacherous treatment of 
our King and Savior, of our God and Creator. Let us not take some pains all our lives to 
go to heaven, and yet plunge ourselves into hell as last. Let us give to God our whole 
hearts, and no longer halt between two opinions: if the world be God, let us serve that; if 
pleasure be a God, let us serve that; but if the Lord he be God, let us, O let us serve him 
alone. Alas! why, why should we stand out any longer? Why should we be so in love 
with slavery, as not wholly to renounce the world, the flesh, and the devil, which, like so 
many spiritual chains, bind down our souls, and hinder them from flying up to God? Alas! 
what are we afraid of? Is not God able to reward our entire obedience? If he is, as the 
almost Christian's lame way of serving him, seems to grant, why then will we not serve 
him entirely? For the same reason we do so much, why do we not do more? Or do you 
think that being only half religious will make you happy, but that going farther, will 
render you miserable and uneasy? Alas! this, my brethren, is delusion all over: for what is 
it but this half piety, this wavering between God and the world, that makes so many, that 
are seemingly well disposed, and such utter strangers to the comforts of religion? They 
choose just so much of religion as will disturb them in their lusts, and follow their lusts so 
far as to deprive themselves of the comforts of religion. Whereas on the contrary, would 
they sincerely leave all in affection, and give their hearts wholly to God, they would then 
(and they cannot till then) experience the unspeakable pleasure of having a mind at unity 
with itself, and enjoy such a peace of God, which even in this life passes all 
understanding, and which they were entire strangers to before. It is true, if we will devote 
ourselves entirely to God, we must meet with contempt; but then it is because contempt is 
necessary to heal our pride. We must renounce some sensual pleasures, but then it is 
because those unfit us for spiritual ones, which are infinitely better. We must renounce 
the love of the world; but then it is that we may be filled with the love of God: and when 
that has once enlarged our hearts, we shall, like Jacob when he served for his beloved 
Rachel, think nothing too difficult to undergo, no hardships too tedious to endure, 
because of the love we shall then have for our dear Redeemer. Thus easy, thus delightful 
will be the ways of God even in this life: but when once we throw off these bodies and 
our souls are filled with all the fullness of God, O! what heart can conceive, what tongue 
can express, with what unspeakable joy and consolation shall we then look back on our 
past sincere and hearty services. Think you then, my dear hearers, we shall repent we had 
done too much; or rather think you not, we shall be ashamed that we did no more; and 
blush we were so backward to give up all to God; when he intended hereafter to give us 
himself? Let me therefore, to conclude, exhort you, my brethren, to have always before 
you the unspeakable happiness of enjoying God. And think withal, that every degree of 
holiness you neglect, every act of piety you omit, is a jewel taken out of your crown, a 
degree of blessedness lost in the vision of God. O! do but always think and act thus, and 
you will no longer be laboring to compound matters between God and the world; but, on 
the contrary, be daily endeavoring to give up yourselves more and more unto him; you 
will be always watching, always praying, always aspiring after farther degrees of purity 
and love, and consequently always preparing yourselves for a fuller sight and enjoyment 
of that God, in whose presence there is fullness of joy, and at whose right-hand there are 
pleasures for ever more. Amen! Amen! 


