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(Taken from a post on a message board) 

 
At conversion, we are not forgiven of all past, present, and future sins. (Or else we would 
never need to ask God for forgiveness again). But we are forgiven of past sins (Rom. 
3:25, 2 Pet. 1:9) while future willful sins are not forgiven (Heb. 10:26-31), future sins 
would need to be dealt with when they come (Matt. 6:12; 1 Jn. 1:9) 
 
Paul’s preaching of the Church at times was encouragement to “continue in the faith” 
(Acts 14:22) and to “continue in the grace of God” (Acts 13:43) which implies that you 
can leave the faith and leave the grace of God. 
  
Some disciples have backslidden completely and followed Christ no more. (John 6:66) 
 
Paul told Christians, “For if you live after the flesh, you shall die: but if you through the 
Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, you shall life.” (Rom. 8:13)  
 
Paul warned Christians, "For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he 
also spare not thee. Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which 
fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou 
also shalt be cut off. (Rom. 11:21-22) 
 
And again Paul told Christians, “For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the 
beginning of our confidence steadfast unto the end.” (Heb. 3:14) And Jesus said, “he who 
endures unto the end shall be saved” (Matt. 24:13, Mk. 13:13) 
 
Paul warned the brethren, “Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart 
of unbelief, in departing from the living God.” (Heb. 3:12)  
 
And again Paul speaks of the punishment of a Christian who falls from sanctification, 
“Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who has 
trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, 
wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of 
grace?” (Heb. 10:29)  
 
Peter says, “For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, 
than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them.” 
(2 Pet. 2:21) 
 
And James speaks of Christians, “Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one 
convert him; let him know, that ye which converts the sinner from the error of his way 
shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.” (Jas. 5:19-20)  



 
The only way one of the Brethren, that becomes a backslider, can escape the death of his 
soul, is by being reconverted unto obedience to Christ. For Jesus told His disciples, that 
only repented sins were forgivable sins. (Lk. 13:3) 
 
Again, at conversion, we are not forgiven of all past, present, and future sins. (Or else we 
would never need to ask God for forgiveness again). But we are forgiven of past sins 
(Rom. 3:25, 2 Pet. 1:9) while future willful sins are not forgiven (Heb. 10:26-31), future 
sins would need to be dealt with if they come (Matt. 6:12: 1 Jn. 1:9) 
 


